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FROM BUILDING SITE TO  
PRIME PLAYING AREA  

It is not often a major sports  
pitch  is  used  as  a  building  
site,  this  was  what  Brian  
Walker  the  Cardiff  Rugby  
Club groundsman was faced  
with  in  early 2000  with  the 
construction of the 
Millennium   Stadium   next  
door to his Cardiff Arms Park  
pitch.  

Brian did his apprenticeship at Cardiff 
Football Club and moved to The Arms 
Park in 1988 as assistant to the then 
Head Groundsman. He succeeded to 
the position in 1990.  

The pitch which he has looked after  
for the last 13 years, has been  Cardiff  
Rugby’s home for over 150 years and  
this was the area used to construct  
the roof for the millennium Stadium. 
 

For 12 weeks it was home to two 70ton 
cranes, the largest in Europe and 10,000 
tons  of  stone  and  numerous  other 
building materials. 
 

At  the  end  of  this  process  in  early  
2000  a  pitch  had  to  be  recreated  
upon  which  Cardiff  Rugby  could  
perform   during   the   approaching  
season.  Firstly  all  the  drainage  line  
had been broken and had to be re  
laid, by using two main drains and  
laterals at 5 metre intervals. They then  
needed to level the surface and re turf  
the whole area. 

So 9000 sq m of Inturf Big Roll turf  
was laid inside a week of the drainage  
being finished. Unfortunately the turf  
had not been down five weeks before  
a marque was set up as part of the  
opening ceremony for the Millennium  
Stadium. 

The  2000/2001  season  was  not  a  
happy experience as the ground was 

badly  compacted  and  water  lay  on 
the surface for long periods. 

 
In May 2001 The pitch was sand slit  
and a sprinkler system was installed.  
The surface water got away and the  
playing  surface  improved,  but  they  
were still plagued with poor stability.  
The ground cut up badly after each  
game.  Brian  started  to  look  at  the  
various  alternatives  to  improve  the  
surface stability, drainage and reduce  
the grass wear, which had been very  
evident during the 2001/2002 season.  
The shaded area in front of the main  
stand was virtually bare by the last  
game in 2002. 

 

Having   seen   the   Crown   III   used  
successfully  at  Cardiff  Football  Club,  
Brian decided that this was the most  
suitable material for him to overcome  
the  problems  of  surface  compaction,  
poor stability and wear. Crown III is a  
rubber particle 1-3mm in size, specially  
graded to eliminate foreign material.  



 


