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The problem of the sloping path solved
Two years work has revealed a solution to a major problem omany golf courses

Mike Oram the Head Greenkeeper at Chipstead Golf Club in Surrey had a wear
between the 5th Tee and Green and also from the sixth tee to the 6"

fairway, which uses the same path area. The traffic route was situated on a 30
degree slope and no matter what had been used it washed off or in the case of
grass wore out quickly. They had previously tried quarry dust, gravel, cockle
shell and grass. The photograph shows the worn state of the grass path way.

In Sept 2005, he remove cockle shell he
was trying out, and used a mixture of green
cores and 12 kilos/sg/m of Crown Ill rubber
crumb turf reinforcement. He laid 40 m of a
60m x1.5m path at a depth of 4 inches with
this mixture. The grass came through after 4
weeks, and the path was used all winter.
There was no sign of movement, run off or
wear. They reported in February 2006 that it
looked great.

The 2006 summer was dry and hot, the path
maintained a good head of grass through the
summer. They said that it was a fantastic
result, and rated it as the best grass path on
the course. It has withstood course
machinery, buggies and 30,000 rounds of golf
in the year. The following year 2007 after a
hot April it rained for several months without
pause, this did not seem to cause a problem,
as once again the path maintained it stability
with no runoff and a good head of grass. The
photograph shows the path without wear after
two years use.

Crown IlI™ is a particulate rubber that when applie  d to grass either from the surface or in the
root zone, reduces compaction and improves drainage and aeration. It also provides protection
for the grass from the abrasive effects of the san  ds in the soil. The use of rubber crumb on
grass is Patented in the UK and Ireland and the li  censed product is Crown I
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